
 
June 29, 2012 

 

 

The Honorable Tom Harkin 

731 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

Dear Senator Harkin, 

 

On behalf of the American Society of Nuclear Cardiology (ASNC), I am writing to commend 

you for your sponsorship of S. 3338, the Consistency, Accuracy, Responsibility, and Excellence 

in Medical Imaging and Radiation Therapy Act of 2012 (CARE Act).   

 

ASNC is a 4,700 member professional medical society that represents physicians, scientists, 

technologists, and others in the profession of nuclear cardiology.  ASNC has a rich history of 

developing clinical guidelines and standards related to safety, patient-centered imaging, and 

quality control for the profession. As a leader in the development of evidence based guidelines 

and professional standards to ensure high quality care, ASNC understands the importance of 

establishing clear standards to promote ongoing professional development as the field of nuclear 

cardiology evolves.   

 

ASNC supports the important objectives of the CARE Act to ensure that medical imaging 

examinations and radiation therapy treatments are safer and more accurate, which will help to 

reduce duplicative services and lower costs.  Poor quality images can lead to misdiagnosis, 

additional follow up testing, delays in treatment and anxiety in patients, costing the U.S. 

Healthcare System millions of dollars every year.  

 

We also support the inclusion of representatives of all medical specialties that perform medical 

imaging and radiation therapy procedures as recognized experts to assist in the development of 

minimum standards for qualification and, as a major stakeholder, we expect and stand ready to 

participate in this process.  

 

Our technologists are the front lines of the nuclear cardiology laboratory, continuously working 

to ensure the safety of their patients and colleagues.  We look forward to participating in the 

development of the qualification standards once the CARE Act becomes law, and I hope that the 

Senate will view ASNC as a resource and partner in developing safe and accurate medical 

imaging standards. 

 

We greatly appreciate you taking this into consideration, and please feel free to contact Andy 

McKinley, Associate Health Policy Director, for any further assistance that ASNC may provide.   

 

Thank you very much for your time.  

 

 

 

 



 
Sincerely, 

 

 
 

John J. Mahmarian, MD, FASNC 

President 

 
 


